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This past year has been an incredibly difficult time for all Americans. Amid the global pandemic 
we have found ourselves divided on so many topics that have challenged the core identity of 
who the American people see ourselves as, and what we want our country to be in the future. 
With so much tension, it is important to find the common ground.  
 
As I began curating the 2021 film program I thought about the incredible diversity of the men 
and women of our armed forces, both past and present, who have sacrificed so much to protect 
the fundamental rights we enjoy in this country. Building on the programs that were offered in 
last year’s Beyond Pearl Harbor Online Film Festival, we will continue to explore the full 
diversity of those who served in the many theaters of World War II.  
 
Whenever possible I have tried to find films that convey the firsthand perspectives of combat 
veterans who lived through various battles, and others whose lives were directly impacted by 
the war. I also attempted to include lesser known narratives of both the overseas conflict and 
domestic home front. In curating this program, the themes of Remembrance and Reconciliation 
were kept at front of mind, since both feature prominently in the stories of combat veterans 
during their twilight years.  
 
Proudly We Served tells the true story of the USS Mason and its crew, the only African American 
sailors to take a U.S. Navy warship into battle during World War II and fought valiantly in the 
Atlantic Front. 
 
Visions in the Dark tells the story of Native Hawaiian WWII veteran Pinky Thompson who after 
nearly losing his life after being shot in the head at the Battle of Normandy returned home 
where he championed a health care system, created invaluable educational programs and 
strengthened the pride of Native Hawaiians. 
 
Honor & Sacrifice presents the complex story of a Japanese immigrant family ripped apart by 
WWII whose eldest son, Roy Matsumoto became a hero as he fought against the Imperial 
Japanese Army as a member of Merrill's Marauders, an American guerrilla unit in Burma. 
 
We also explore the recent campaign to achieve recognition for Chinese American veterans of 
WWII through the Congressional Gold Medal through short documentary We Served with Pride.  
 
On the theme of lesser known narratives surrounding the war, 1943 Academy Award winning 
documentary Desert Victory recounts the famous North Africa Campaign Battle of El Alamein, 
using actual footage from the battle. Widely considered one of the key turning points in the war 
against the Nazis, the film also pays tribute to the British homefront.  
 
From Swastika to Jim Crow explores a very specific experience that began during the US 
Homefront of WWII when Jewish intellectuals and scholars who escaped Nazi Germany and 



immigrated to the US began teaching at historically Black colleges in the segregated South – 
including Tuskegee Institute where the famed African American airmen originated. 
 
Waiting for John tells a very different story about a group of Pacific Islanders who experienced 
first contact with the outside world during the US military campaign in the Pacific Front of 
WWII. A religious movement called the John Frum Movement was born out of this exchange, 
which is still practiced by a small group of villagers on the Tanna Island of Vanuatu, 
documented in this film.  
 
Lastly, given that this year marks the 80th anniversary of the Attack on Pearl Harbor it seemed 
appropriate to showcase films related to reconciliation specifically between US and Japan. 
 
When the Fog Clears explores the Kiska and Attu islands, which are part of the Aleutian chain in 
the North Pacific Ocean. Covered by dense fog almost all year round, these two islands were 
the only US mainland territory occupied by Japan during World War II. The film brings together 
descendants of American and Japanese soldiers who lost their lives in the Battle of Attu, uniting 
them in their collective loss and forgiveness.  
 
Yokosuka 1953 tells the story of a half-Japanese woman named Yoko was born in Yokosuka 
during the turmoil of postwar Japan to an American father and Japanese mother. Put up for 
adoption and sent to be raised in the United States, Yoko returns to Japan in search of her birth 
mother.  
 
We will also be screening Japanese War Bride, a narrative film about a Korean War veteran who 
returns home to rural Salinas, California with his new Japanese wife (played by Shirley 
Yamaguchi). Amid the birth of their biracial Japanese American son, the couple must navigate 
cultural differences and unresolved tensions from the war.  
 
I hope that these selections will inspire audience members to remember the many things that 
unite us as Americans. Although we may not always see eye to eye, we have far more in 
common than what divides us.  
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