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Theme: Remembrance 
 
 
 
Proudly We Served: The Men of the USS Mason 
Dir Mary Pat Kelly | 56 mins |2011 
 
This is the thrilling true story of the USS Mason (DE 529) and its crew, the only African American 
sailors to take a U.S. Navy warship into battle during World War II. They challenged the 
segregation of the U.S. Military, fought the Nazi U-boats, and won. Narrated by actor Ossie 
Davis, the film interweaves the personal stories of individual crew members with archival 
footage. 
 
Honor & Sacrifice: The Roy Matsumoto Story 
Dir. Lucy Ostrander and Don Sellers |28 mins | 2013 
 
The complex story of a Japanese immigrant family ripped apart by WWII. The Matsumoto 
family included five sons; two who fought for the Americans and three who fought for the 
Japanese. The eldest son, Hiroshi (Roy) became a hero, fighting against the Japanese with 
Merrill's Marauders, an American guerrilla unit in Burma. He was born near Los Angeles, 
educated in Japan, and became a hero when he used his Japanese language skills and military 
training to save his surrounded, starving battalion deep in the Burmese jungle. At the same 
time his parents and sisters were living in their family's ancestral home, Hiroshima. The story is 
told by Roy's daughter Karen as she discovers her father's work in military intelligence, kept 
secret for 50 years. 
 
Honor & Sacrifice is available for purchase on DVD at https://honordoc.com/ 
 
 
Visions in the Dark: The Life of Pinky Thompson 
Dir. Ty Sanga | 60 mins | 2016 
 
WWII veteran Pinky Thompson thought bigger than himself and further than the single cause at 
hand. He fought hard against the stigma of an inferior Native Hawaiian. A multifaceted cultural 
identity was the key to their ultimate survival. He championed a health care system, created 
invaluable educational programs and strengthened the pride of Native Hawaiians. He 
envisioned an ideal Hawaiʻi that no one else saw and fought for it from the battlefields of 
Normandy, down the steps of congress, to his humble home in Niu Valley. 
 
We Served with Pride: Road to the Congressional Gold Medal 



Dir. Montgomery Hom | 11 mins | 2021 
 
Produced by the Chinese American Citizens Alliance, this short film highlights the 
accomplishments and history of our Chinese American WWII Veterans and their journey to the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 
 
 

Theme: Lesser Known Narratives 
 
Desert Victory 
Dir. Roy Boulting and David MacDonald| 70 mins | 1943 
 
This documentary recounts the famous North Africa Campaign Battle of El Alamein, considered 
one of the key turning points in the war against the Nazis. The film uses actual footage taken 
during the battle, including film captured from the Nazis, to explain the battle tactics and their 
execution. It also pays tribute to the men and women on the British homefront who, in their 
work in the factories and in their lives in general, made victory possible. 
 
Waiting for John 
Dir. Jessica Sherry | 70 mins | 2015 
 
When the American military landed on a remote island in the South Pacific during World War II, 
the islanders were amazed by America's fantastic cargo - planes, trucks, refrigerators, canned 
food. They thought such goods could only come from the Gods. Led by the mysterious prophet 
John, a religion was born, the John Frum Movement, also known as a Cargo Cult. The John Frum 
Movement still exists in one village in the islands of Vanuatu. While the US may have forgotten 
Tanna Island, the American flag flies high over the village of Lamakara and young men march in 
formation, imitating US soldiers. Waiting for John explores this extraordinary religion from the 
perspective of the last village of believers, as they struggle to preserve their way of life.  
  
From Swastika to Jim Crow 
Dir. Lori Cheatle | 60 mins | 2000 
 
Before and during the Second World War, Jewish intellectuals and scholars who escaped Nazi 
Germany and immigrated to the US faced an uncertain future. Confronted with anti-Semitism 
at major universities and a public distrust of foreigners, a surprising number secured teaching 
positions at historically Black colleges in the segregated South. In many cases they formed 
lasting relationships with their students and had an important impact on the communities in 
which they lived and worked. This is a story of two cultures, each sharing a burden of 
oppression, brought together by the tragic circumstances of war. The film also highlights the 
role of African Americans such as Ralph Bunche in securing positions for these refugee scholars 
at places like Howard University, Tougaloo College, and Hampton Institute. 
 
 



Theme: Reconciliation 
 
When the Fog Clears 
Dir. Tadashi Ogawa | 80 mins | 2018 
 
There are places in this world where you could never return. Among these are Kiska and Attu 
islands, which are part of the Aleutian chain in the North Pacific Ocean. Covered by dense fog 
almost all year round, these two islands were the only American territory occupied by Japan 
during World War II. Although more than 6,000 people lost their lives there, not many know 
about this battlefront. It is the “Forgotten War.” To make this “Forgotten War” unforgettable, 
this film follows the path of this conflict to find the untold story and sheds light on the personal 
stories of individuals whose lives changed forever. 
 
Japanese War Bride 
Dir. King Vidor | 91 mins | 1952 
 
A Korean War veteran returns home to rural Salinas, California with his new Japanese wife 
(Shirley Yamaguchi), whom he met at a war hospital. The couple are forced to deal with the 
sometimes subtle, sometimes overt racism of his family and the townspeople, especially after 
the birth of their son. 
 
Yokosuka 1953  
Dir. Tsuyoshi Kigawa | 106 mins | 2020 
 
A half-Japanese woman named Yoko was born in Yokosuka during the turmoil of postwar Japan 
to an American father and Japanese mother. Yoko was put up for adoption and sent to be 
raised in the United States. Although she hadn't heard from her mother in more than 60 years, 
Yoko never gave up hope for reuniting with her. After contacting Japanese filmmaker Tsuyoshi 
Kigawa who shares the same surname as her mother, the two begin an unlikely friendship as 
Yoko travels to Japan in search of her mother's whereabouts.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


